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Civics First respectfully offers this testimony in support of the Arts, Culture, and Tourism 

Funding Roadmap that would maintain post-pandemic levels of state investment in this sector. 

This sector is a critical part of Connecticut's economy, and is comprised of more than 1,000 

organizations that represent $40 billion, or 13.4 percent of the state's domestic product, and 

employ more than 175,000 residents. The Roadmap provides that these funds would be 

administered by trusted partners of the state, such as Connecticut Humanities, in a way that our 

state's arts and culture organizations can continue to serve as a vital resource for both citizens 

and residents of our state. 

 

By way of example, the CT Cultural Fund, administered by Connecticut Humanities, has been a 

vital resource to our organization over the last two years. Although small and volunteer-run, our 

organization provides interactive civics education programs at the high school and middle school 

level across the State of Connecticut, in particular, Mock Trial, Debate, and We the People, 

which is an intense immersion in the United States Constitution. The Connecticut Judicial 

Branch, the Connecticut Bar Association, and university partners around Connecticut help to 

recruit volunteers and provide facilities for our programs, which allows us to run our programs 

at a very affordable cost to participating schools. When the Covid-19 pandemic hit, we needed to 

move our programs from in-person facilities where our expenses were limited to basics like 

refreshments and insurance, to a far more expensive digital platform that required a significant 

investment in contractors and technology. Investment from the CT Cultural Fund allowed us to 

maintain our programming at a high level without missing a beat, allowing students to continue 

to learn interactively about the operation of the court system and the three branches of 

government. Most significantly, that investment allowed us to run our programs equitably 

without increasing our fees in a way that would render them cost-prohibitive. Without that 

investment, the viability of our programs would have been very much in doubt.   

 

Civics First is grateful for the time and attention of the Appropriations Committee, and urges it 

to not to move backwards in its funding of the state's critical arts, culture and tourism sector.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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